The chaetophthalmus species-group of Culicoides Latreille, 1809 of India is reviewed and a new species Culicoides ateripes sp. n. is described. Key characters are given to discriminate the later species from two other species belonging to the same group: C. majorinus Chu, 1977 and C. yadongensis Chu, 1984.
Introduction
The chaetophthalmus species-group was created by Wirth et al. [1985] after C. chaetophthalmus Amosova [1957] to accommodate 6 cool habitat species distributed in Western North America and the Palaearctic Region. Culicoides setosus Gutsevich [1960] and C. chaetophthalmus are considered as junior synonyms of C. comosioculatus Tokunaga [1956] . Kremer [1966] redescribed C. setosus and proposed the name "subgroup chaetophthalmus". Wirth and Blanton [1969] included 6 species in the group. However, Borkent [2014] considered C. comosioculatus with its synonyms not as a member of chaetophthalmus speciesgroup but as a member of the subgenus Oecacta Poey, 1853. Chu [1977] described two new species, C. majorinus and C. spinulosus followed by C. yadongensis [Chu, 1984] as replaced name for C. spinulosus from Tibet.
The group can be diagnosed by the following combination of characters: narrowly to broadly separated, prominent pubescent eyes; SCo generally present on flagellomeres 1.9-13; large, shallow sensory pit of palp segment III; mandible usually with 14-20 evenly spaced teeth or with rudimentary teeth; uniformly brown mesonotum; legs uniformly brown without any pale banding pattern, claws slightly asymmetrical, hind tibial comb with 5-6 spines; wing with or without pale spots, if present not following specific pattern and with or without a pale spot beyond 2 nd radial cell, 1 st radial cell well developed, as long as 2 nd radial cell, 2 nd radial cell with dark patch, macrotrichia dense, almost on entire wing; two functional spermathecae ovoid to pyriform, with short necks. Male genitalia with dorsal root simple, ventral roots poorly developed; parameres separate, each more or less triangular with short slender arm, middle swollen and distal part closely approximated narrowed down to tip.
According to Borkent [2014] , the chaetophthalmus species-group comprises 3 world species, C. atchleyi Wirth and Blanton [1969] , C. majorinus and C. saundersi Wirth and Blanton [1969] . Of these species, 2 were previously recorded in India.
In the present paper, a new species of chaetophthalmus species-group is described and an Indian species from montane areas is transferred to this group increasing the number of World species to five. According to Mathieu Bruno (pers. com.), the number should be seven with inclusion of C. comosioculatus and C. tokunagai Arnaud [1956] of the subgenus Oecacta.
Material and methods
The imago were collected from various sites by using light traps with trace amount of glacial acetic acid as attracting agent in the open tray type. Specimens were mounted on slides following phenol-balsam technique of Wirth and Marston [1968] and were identified using the keys and descriptions of Wirth and Hubert [1989] and Wirth et al. [1985] . Morphological terminology mostly follows Dyce and Meiswinkel [1995] and terms for wing venation Spinelli and Borkent [2004] . The morphometric data (Table 1) , the number and distribution of SCo (Table 2) for the females of three species are presented.
Measurements were made with a micrometer, presented as mean values followed by the maximum and minimum (all in mm); 'n' denotes the number of specimens considered. Illustrations were drawn with the aid of a camera lucida. Photographs were taken under a Magnüs MLX-TR compound microscope with an Instavision MVV3000 digital camera.
Types and other specimens are provisionally retained at the Department of Zoology, the University of Burdwan and will eventually be deposited at the National Zoological Collections (NZC) at the Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta and other depositories in India and abroad. Abbreviations: AR -Antennal Ratio; CR -Costal Ratio; P/H -Proboscis to Head Ratio; PR -Palpal Ratio; SCh -Sensilla Chaetica; SCo -Sensilla Coeloconica; TRTarsal Ratio; WL -Wing Length. Chu, 1977 Culicoides majorinus Chu, 1977: 99; Wirth et al., 1985: 106; Wirth and Hubert, 1989: 411; Borkent, 2014 Remarks. Wirth and Hubert [1989] reported it as only species of the chaetophthalmus species-group from SouthEast Asia. The species can be identified by the following combination of characters: large-sized uniformly brown body, mesonotum with stout hairs, hind tibial comb with 5 spines, wing with poor markings, large stigma on 2 nd radial cell and bordering 1 st radial cell, single pale spot lying just distal to end of costa, macrotrichia relatively sparse but very strong, extending deeply into cell m2 and anal cell, oval spermathecae without neck; males with non-spiculate ventral membrane between the aedeagus and sternum IX.
Culicoides majorinus

Culicoides ateripes sp. n.
( Figs 1-15 (Fig. 12 ) with inter-ommatidial hairs (Fig. 15) . Antenna (Figs 1, 2) dark brown, SCo on flagellomeres 1.9-13 (Table 2) ; length ratio of flagellomeres 11 : 9 : 10 : 10 : 10 : 10 : 10 : 11 : 15 : 14 : 17 : 16 : 25, total length 0.504 (0.502-0.505, n=5), AR 1.07 (1.06-1.08, n=5). Maxillary palpus (Fig. 3) brown, palp segment III progressively broadened from base to sub-apex with a very deep thimble like sensory pit (0.02) bearing 12 capitate sensilla; length ratio of palp segments I-V 9 : 25 : 23 : 13 : 11, PR 2.9 (2.9-3, n=5). P/H 0.77 (0.76-0.79, n=5). Mandible (Fig. 4) with 14 teeth.
Thorax. Mesonotum dark brown, almost uniformly colored without any conspicuous pattern; scutellum with 4 large and 10 small bristles, post-scutellum dark brown. Legs (Fig. 5-7 ) uniformly dark brown. Femora brown with pale base, fore and mid tibiae with darker base followed by small pale areas, hind tibia dark except for small basal area; hind tibial comb ( Fig. 8) with 5 unequal spines, second from spur the longest, spur tip frayed, tarsomere IV cordiform, tarsal claws equal, empodium (Fig. 13) prominent. TR of hind leg 2.1 (2-2.2, n=5). Wing (Figs 9, 14) almost uniformly colored, dark stigma over 2 nd radial cell bearing an inconspicuous, very small pale spot distal to 2 nd radial cell; macrotrichia abundant, covering most of the wing surface especially at its apical margin and on veins C, R, CuA1 and CuA2 and lines adjacent to veins M1, M2 and CuA1; halter with knob pale. Wing length n=5), n=5), n=5) .
Abdomen. Dark brown. Spermatheca (Figs 10-11) intensely sclerotized, subequal, measuring 0.052×0.048 and 0.060×0.056 with very short necks, rudimentary third present, ring prominent.
Male. Unknown.
Diagnosis. Large darker species, wing almost unmarked with inconspicuous pale spot distal to stigma of 2 nd radial cell mandible with 14 teeth, palp segment III progressively broadened from base to sub-apex with very deep and thimble-like sensory pit bearing 12 capitate sensilla, mesonotum uniformly dark brown, darkened hind tibia, tarsal segment IV cordiform, claws equal.
Remarks. The new species is closer to the description of C. yadongensis in many aspects (inconspicuous pale area on wing, dark brown, unicolorous mesonotum, without pattern) but differs in the smaller number of mandibular teeth, palp segment III progressively broadened from base to sub-apex with very deep and wide sensory pit, cordiform tarsal segment IV, equal claws and other morphometric ratios. It is similar to C. saundersi and C. atchleyi in group characters but differs from C. atchleyi in the narrower 1. Wing 
